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We are delighted to be celebrating  

our 20th year cruising the world’s most 

legendary rivers. It is truly an honor  

for us to share our special anniversary  

year with you. 

With that in mind, we are thrilled to 

reintroduce AmaWaterways’ exclusive 

guest magazine, Beyond the Riverbanks.  

Within the pages of this special 20th 

anniversary edition, we will take a look 

back at where our river cruise line began, 

highlight some of our favorite innovations  

and experiences and give you a glimpse  

into our exciting next chapter.

The future is bright and we look forward  

to welcoming you and your loved ones  

on board soon.

With love from the Heart of the RiverTM,

RUDI SCHREINER
Co-Founder  
and President

KRISTIN KARST 
Co-Founder and 
Executive Vice President

Dear  loyal  guest,
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Kristin and Rudi with Cruise Managers and Wellness Hosts

Celebrating20 years
We proudly pay tribute to the small 
steps and giant milestones that have 
shaped our 20 years as a river cruise 
company - and as a global family  
that has inspired generations to  
share their passion for travel.

BEYOND THE RIVERBANKS4



AmaWaterways.com 5

https://www.amawaterways.com


ORIGINAL DREAMERS

SOMETIMES, A DREAM  
BEGINS WITH THE FLUTTER  
OF A FEATHER

Kristin Karst didn’t even recognize it at first. 
There were butterflies in her stomach at the  
unexpected experience of embarking on her  
very first flight. Seated in a crowded airport,  
she was fascinated by the unusual sights 
around her as she peered into the cage of a 
chicken preparing to board the same flight! 

For a young girl growing up during the 
Communist period in East Germany, travel 
was a rare and expensive opportunity. 
But Kristin’s entrepreneurial spirit shined 
through even at this early age. She and her 
brother started their first business venture, 
selling their garden vegetables, to earn 
spending money for their vacation. Now 
the big day was finally here and the first 
sparks of her entrepreneurial travel dream 
were ignited.

SOMETIMES, A DREAM CARRIES 
YOU ON A DIFFERENT CURRENT

Rudi Schreiner dreamed of becoming an 
architect. As a student at the Technical 
University of Vienna, he joined a roommate 
and friend on a research mission to study 
how social structure in Nepal affected 
the architecture of communities. He was 
instantly bit by the travel bug and ended 
up adding six additional countries to  
their journey. 

A secondary opportunity took the men 
to the Peruvian Amazon where Rudi built 
his first river vessel, a research raft. It was 
too early for him to understand where 
that first river journey would take him, but 
with his passion for travel deepening, it 
became apparent that Vienna alone could 
no longer contain Rudi’s aspirations and 
curiosity about the world.

Kristin Karst in Jordan, 2021

ORIGINAL 
DREAMERS
ONCE UPON A TIME, THE 
ASPIRATIONS AND PASSIONS 
OF OUR CO-FOUNDERS UNITED 
– DISCOVER WHERE THEIR 
DREAMS HAVE TAKEN THE 
COMPANY OVER THE LAST  
20 YEARS AND HOW THEY  
LAID THE FOUNDATION  
FOR AN EXCITING FUTURE.

“I respect the past 
and the strong 
relationships that 
have brought us  
to where we are 
today but it is  
really the future  
and the possibilities  
of innovation  
that inspire me.”  
- RUDI SCHREINER
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SOMETIMES, A DREAM  
IS UNEXPECTED

Jimmy Murphy was a brilliant travel 
entrepreneur. He worked for the Irish 
airline Aer Lingus before moving to 
the US where he founded Brendan 
Vacations, one of the most successful 
tour operators in the country. At the 
time, Brendan was selling river cruises 
developed by Rudi for a US river 

river cruise line of their very own, 
Jimmy’s interest was piqued. Always 
curious and excited to embark on a 
new adventure, Jimmy was inspired 
by the opportunity to build something 
physical, like a river cruise ship.  
And thus, a dream he never even  
knew he had was born.

DREAMS TAKE TIME

In the years to come, Kristin went on to  
obtain a degree in Hospitality Management  
as well as an MBA, worked for American 
Express in Europe for eight years, 
relocated to the United States and  
entered the river cruise industry in 1999.

Rudi began his career in travel creating 
unique tour experiences throughout 
Europe. When the Rhine-Main-Danube 
Canal opened in 1992, Rudi was quick 
to envision a new tourism business 
developing around long-distance river 
cruising and started the North American 
operations for many of today’s major 
river cruise companies. But he couldn’t 
ignore the growing feeling inside him 
that, with the right people by his side, he 
could create an amazing river company 
that would offer guests the experiences 
he cherished and provide employees 
the freedom to deliver these memorable 
experiences in a personalized way.

From left: Jimmy Murphy, daughter Susan Murphy, Kristin Karst and Rudi Schreiner

AmaDagio, 2006

ORIGINAL 
DREAMERS

Rudi and friends, Amazon, 1975
“When we started 
AmaWaterways and were 
chartering our first ship,  
I always thought it would  
be wonderful if we could  
just have a ship of our  
very own… now we have  
a fleet of 25 ships – and 
growing! My dream has 
become a reality.”  
- KRISTIN KARST

cruise line, and he and Jimmy were 
introduced. The men strengthened 
their personal and professional 
relationship over the years, even as 
Rudi went to work for another river 
cruise company, where he met Kristin. 
When Rudi first approached Jimmy 
about starting a brand-new luxury
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July 1, 2002 was a pivotal date. 
Rudi, Jimmy and Kristin signed 
some papers, popped a bottle 
of champagne, took a deep 
breath and got right to work 
creating what would become the 
company’s unparalleled river cruise 
experiences through Europe. The 
three entrepreneurs shared a vision 
of inviting guests to discover the 
spectacular scenery and enchanting 
towns along the world’s most iconic 
rivers in a style that was luxurious  
yet warm and friendly. 

Excellent food and wine would of 
course complement the experience. 
But above all else, the trio knew 
surrounding themselves with  
a close-knit team was critical  
to their success.

“Having our guests, our employees 
and our business partners feel a part 
of our family venture has been at the 
center of all our decisions since that 
day,” said Rudi.

Crucial to the family business were 
the Cruise Managers, carefully 
selected and trained to deliver 
exceptional service throughout every 
step of the guests’ journey. And for 
those who have been part of the 
story from the early days, every 
milestone has been monumental. 

“When I started, AmaWaterways 
only had one ship that we chartered,” 
said Debbie Albrecht, a Cruise 
Manager since 2005. “But in 2006 
came the AmaDagio and in 2007 the 
AmaLegro. I will never forget being 
on board when the ships crossed 
each other on the river. The joy of 
seeing another AmaWaterways ship 
crossing our path was such that the 
entire crew and all the guests were 
jumping and waving their arms!”

ORIGINAL DREAMERS

DREAMS ARE BETTER  
WHEN SHARED

Scan this QR code to learn 
about what Rudi Schreiner 
calls “The Big Adventure.”

From left: Jimmy, Kristin, Captain 
Gerard and Rudi

Rudi and Kristin, circa 2002
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A DREAM COME TRUE:  
OUR SUCCESSFUL RETURN 
TO THE RIVERS

While the Covid-19 pandemic 
in 2020 and Delta variant in the 
final months of 2021 threatened 
to put all river cruise ships into 
drydock, AmaWaterways was able 
to successfully charter a ship to a 
European partner in 2020 and for 
the latter half of 2021, 20 ships were 
back sailing and welcomed more 
than 30,000 guests on board. 
“I’ve been in the travel industry 
for over 40 years and have had to 
adapt to everything from war and 
terrorism, to health crises, natural 
disasters and financial recessions,” 
said Rudi, “but you always have to 
remain positive and look for the 
opportunities in everything, even if 
they’re hard to see at first!”

Our guests – many of you among 
them – are so happy to be back out 
exploring the world with us. They 
have shared very positive feedback 
as they sail on board our ships 
through Europe and Africa. We 
are also excitedly waiting to return 
to the Mekong River in Vietnam 
and Cambodia this October and 
to debut new ships, itineraries and 
destinations – including Colombia – 
in the seasons to come.

George Washington once said, 
“Leadership is not only about having  
a vision, but also having the courage,  
the discipline and the resources  
to get you there.”

Under Rudi’s visionary leadership, 
AmaWaterways has always been 
conservative when it comes to growth. 
Conscious of the setbacks and financial 
risks to companies that do, Rudi has  
had a steadfast and disciplined approach 
to only introduce one or two new ships 
per year. 

There was equal care and consideration 
when it came to growing the teams. 
Everything was handled at the beginning 
out of a small office; in fact, Rudi and 
Kristin worked at the same table. Three 
years later, the European office was 
opened. In 2013, the company took over 

THE DREAM  
CONTINUES TO GROW

AmaMagna, Passau, Germany

the top floor of their first Calabasas, 
California headquarters but needed the 
entire building some four years later. 
This slow yet steady growth allowed 
the leaders to get to know each new 
employee personally. An in-person lunch 
is a key part of the process, which they 
honor today, plus virtual introductions 
at the weekly team meeting for those 
who work remotely. “We have been so 
fortunate to surround ourselves with 
people who share our same core values 
and genuine approach to customer 
service,” said Kristin. “It truly is our 
people who are our biggest asset!”

Co-Owners Gary Murphy,  
Kristin and Rudi

Keep reading for a timeline of key 
dates in AmaWaterways’ history. 
For more on Jimmy Murphy and his 
legacy, turn to page 10.
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TRIBUTE

Godmother Sheila Murphy, Rudi Schreiner, 
Kristin Karst and the late Jimmy Murphy

A TRIBUTE 
TO JIMMY 
MURPHY

A VISIONARY FOUNDING MEMBER  
OF AMAWATERWAYS, THE LATE JIMMY MURPHY 
LEFT A PROFOUND IMPACT ON EVERYONE HE MET

“I have led a charmed life. When you think of coming to the U.S. 
at 23 and where it’s all gone. As I say about my job: It provided  
a roof over our heads, it provided an education and starting 
point in life for our four kids. What more could you ask?  
And now I have friends all over the world.”

Published December 2014, TravelPulse.com

A gentleman. A family man. The 
kindest person you’d ever met.  
All of these are words colleagues 
used to describe Jimmy Murphy. 
It didn’t matter at all to him what 
your title was or how long you’d 
been at the company. He always 
treated you like an equal.

Peter Whitehead, a Cruise Manager 
and 17-year AmaWaterways 

veteran recalled being taken aback 
by how humble Jimmy was during 
one of their first meetings. “Some 
of us were in the California office 
and halfway through the morning, 
Jimmy asked us, ‘Who wants 
coffee?’ As ‘junior employees,’ we 
turned in surprise and said, ‘We get 
you the coffee, Jimmy.’ But he just 
smiled and continued taking our 
order,” Peter said.

BEYOND THE RIVERBANKS10



Gary Murphy, Kristin, Jimmy and Rudi

every friendly debate, joke or insightful 
discussion that takes place.

He also loved to have a good time 
on board and was no stranger to the 
dance floor, once earning a standing 
ovation for a father/daughter tango 
with Susan. Jimmy’s legacies of 
kindness, generosity and curiosity are 
ensured in the heart of AmaWaterways. 
When you mingle with fellow guests 
at our Sip & Sail cocktail hour, let loose 
on the dance floor or perform an act of 
kindness on board or on shore, you are 
doing the same. And together, we will 
continue to carry on Jimmy’s legacy for 
many more decades to come.

When he wasn’t traveling, Jimmy was 
sure to be home for dinner with his 
wife Sheila and four children. He always 
valued listening to their stories and 
differing opinions. In fact, his daughter, 
Susan, Godmother of AmaCello, 
believes “it was conversations – and 
curiosity – that kept Dad young.”
Getting to know people on a personal 
level, whether they were his offspring, 
colleagues, guests or hitchhikers 
(yes, Jimmy was known to pick up a 

few!) was one of our late co-founder’s 
greatest passions.

This genuine interest in the wellbeing 
of others remains a pillar of the 
company that carries onto our river 
cruise ships. When you are greeted 
on board by smiling crew who make 
an effort to address you by name and 
learn your personal preferences, you 
are, in a sense, being welcomed on 
board by Jimmy himself.

When your Captain hands you a rose 
at the onboard Welcome Cocktail 
Reception, it is like being given a flower 
from the dozens Jimmy once brought 
in for every female colleague in 
AmaWaterways’ Headquarters Office – 
just because. And if you are fortunate 
enough to be invited to the Captain’s 
table for dinner one evening, or you 
dine in Jimmy’s namesake restaurant 
on board AmaMagna, you can be sure 
he is smiling down and appreciating 

Jimmy’s Restaurant sign, AmaMagna 

Jimmy on the Sun Deck, the inspiration for the neon sign at right

Scan this QR code  
to learn more about  
Jimmy and his legacy. 
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THEN & NOW

BEYOND THE RIVERBANKS12

2002 
Three entrepreneurial co-founders 
shared a common vision and passion 
to build an incredible luxury river 
cruise company, initially named 
Amadeus, that would soon become 
AmaWaterways.

2003
Rudi and Kristin shared one table 
in a small office and did everything 
from speaking with guests and 
travel advisors to taking payment 
for bookings. This was also the 
same year our first river cruises 
embarked on the Dutch & Belgian 
Waterways and the Danube River.

2006
Our first custom-built river cruise 
ship, the AmaDagio, was christened 
by Godmother Sheila Murphy, wife 
of our late Co-Founder, Jimmy 
Murphy. We also enhanced our  
river cruise experience by adding  
a complimentary fleet of bicycles  
on board select ships. 

2009
Guests’ lives were forever changed 
on our first cruises through Vietnam 
and Cambodia on the Mekong River.

2010
Our first twin-balcony staterooms 
offered fresh air and breathtaking 
views on board the AmaBella. We 
also introduced our first hosted 
Celebration of Wine River Cruises 
through Europe.

2012
The Chef’s Table specialty 
restaurant, with a multi-course 
tasting menu included in the  
river cruise fare, made its debut – 
and made a splash with guests.  
In addition, our first cruises  
on Africa’s Chobe River brought 
guests face to face with elephants 
and other wildlife.

2013
AmaWaterways moved to its 
headquarters in Calabasas, 
California – a city we’ve called  
home ever since.

2014
Berlitz recognized AmaWaterways 
with “The Highest Rated River 
Cruise Ships in Europe” distinction.

First European Kickoff Meeting, 2006

First bikes, 2006AmaDagio

AMAWATERWAYS:  
LEADING THE WAY  
IN RIVER CRUISING
A TIMELINE OF HIGHLIGHTS  
FROM OUR 20-YEAR HISTORY
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2016
We offered our first connecting 
staterooms for families. 
 
2017 
Our Wellness Program debuted in 
Europe with dedicated Wellness 
Hosts on board select ships.

2018
Our first complimentary Sip & Sail 
cocktail hours were introduced 
and AmaKristina became the first 
river cruise ship to receive the 
Green Award for industry-leading 
safety, quality and environmental 
performance.

2019
The extraordinary AmaMagna, 
twice the width of traditional river 
cruise ships with four unique dining 
venues, made history with her 
debut on the Danube River.

Wellness on Sun Deck AmaMagna

2021
The luxurious AmaDahlia debuted 
on Egypt’s Nile River, much to the 
delight of our guests. To reduce 
our overall carbon footprint, 
we also reduced paper waste 
company-wide by creating digital 
questionnaires and electronic travel 
documents accessible through our 
innovative myAmaCruise app, as 
well as e-brochures, with printed 
brochures only available on request.

Africa’s Chobe River

Be a part of our next chapter:  
turn to page 18 to start planning  
your next river cruise today!

“We are developing the 
industry’s first luxury river 
cruises on the Magdalena 
River and it is so exciting to be 
designing an eco-friendly ship 
for exploring a new destination 
and ensuring our guests’ 
experiences will be something 
they will never forget.”  
- RUDI SCHREINER

Twin-balcony stateroom

https://www.amawaterways.com


GODMOTHERS

The tradition of christening a new ship for good luck 
and safe travel goes back thousands of years. Up 
against the unpredictable perils of mother nature, 
the ancient Greeks wreathed their heads with olive 
branches, drank wine to honor the gods and poured 
water on the new vessel as a symbol of blessing. 

Today’s ceremonies still provide a blessing and celebrate a 
very special moment recognizing the hard work, creativity 

and attention to detail by those who design and build a 
vessel entrusted with the safe carriage of people across 
our rivers. 

Though Godmothers were initially chosen from among 
women within AmaWaterways’ founding families, more 
recent years have highlighted influential leaders in travel, 
including AmaMagna’s Emmy®-winning Godmother,  
travel expert and TV show host Samantha Brown. 

OUR ESTEEMED    
GODMOTHERS
20 YEARS OF MATRIARCHS

AmaKristina Christening Ceremony
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HONOR,  
TRADITION  
AND FANFARE
Ship christening ceremonies typically take place in intimate villages along 
one of the rivers each ship will sail, creating a welcome spectacle for local 
residents, the talents of which are often showcased as part of the fanfare. 
Whether it’s a German “oompah” band in Lahnstein or Bavarian folk 
dancing in Vilshofen, Godmothers are greeted like royalty by the town. 

A full christening ceremony includes speeches given by AmaWaterways 
executives, the ship’s Godmother and local government representatives, 
as well as an official blessing by a priest and the breaking of a 
champagne bottle against the ship’s hull. Here’s what some of our 
Godmothers had to say about the honor, their ships and the event.

2014
“Although I will always have a special place 
in my heart for AmaSonata, as part  
of the AmaFamily, I also have 23 other 
equally beautiful children to take care  
of now – and more on the way!”
—BRENDA KYLLO, AmaWaterways’ 
Vice President of Strategic Alliances,  
Godmother of AmaSonata

2016
“I will never forget standing out on the pier 
in Vilshofen, Germany watching the ship 
coming in before her christening. A lot of the 
guests were up on the top deck waving and 
screaming. It’s a memory I will never forget.”
—JACKIE FRIEDMAN, President of Nexion,
Godmother of AmaViola

2017
“I cherish every new ship we christen,  
but AmaKristina will always have a special 
meaning to me, as it not only bears  
my name but also marked AmaWaterways’ 
15-year anniversary.”
—KRISTIN KARST, AmaWaterways’  
Co-Founder and EVP,  
Godmother of AmaKristina

2019
“AmaMora is a beautiful ship, but  
the culture of the team that’s on board  
and the connection they make with people 
are so much more meaningful to me.”
—LIBBIE RICE, Former President  
of Ensemble Travel Group,  
Godmother of AmaMora

2020
“I was overwhelmed when I found out I was 
chosen to be godmother of AmaSiena.  
It was humbling and unexpected — a total 
surprise to me. I never imagined I would 
have such an honor.”
—DEBBIE FIORINO, Senior Vice President 
and COO of Owned Brands for World Travel 
Holdings, Godmother of AmaSiena

Samantha Brown christens AmaMagna

Jimmy and Sheila Murphy, 2006

Scan to 
learn more 
about our 
Godmothers
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GUEST TESTIMONIAL

In 2009, Deb and Bob C., along 
with their friends, stared at an 
array of travel brochures set before 
them. Their goal: to work with a 
travel advisor to plan their very 
first river cruise in celebration of 
Bob’s birthday — but they had to 
choose the right cruise line first. 
The winner? A relative newcomer, 
AmaWaterways.

ALREADY TAKEN CARE OF
In August 2010, Deb and Bob’s 
much-anticipated Danube River 
cruise finally became reality. While 
Bob was still getting ready in their 
stateroom, Deb snuck down to the 
Reception Desk to see if she could 
coordinate a special celebration in 
his honor. Her jaw nearly dropped 
when the receptionist greeted her 
by name. 

“On past voyages with other 
cruise lines, we had always been 
considered numbers rather than 
individual people,” mused Deb.  
“But here was the receptionist 
calling me by name and telling me 
not to worry, that everything had 
already been taken care of for  
Bob’s birthday.”

Sure enough, that evening the 
couple was escorted to the highly 
sought-after Captain’s table for 
dinner. Following their meal, the 
lights were turned off, a cake was 
carried in and soon the entire dining 
room began singing. 

“From that moment, I was hooked on  
AmaWaterways forever,” recalled Deb.  
“The care, consideration and love that 
was shown to us from our very first 
sailing was absolutely amazing.”

SPECIAL MOMENTS  
WITH THE CREW
Since their first river journey in 2010, 
Deb and Bob amassed a list of 
fond memories a mile long — not 
only about the destinations and 
experiences they have had, but of 
the thoughtful, genuine people they 
have met on board.

“I’ve had a waitress help us take our 
luggage off the ship with tears in 
her eyes because we’d had so much 
fun together. I have had Captains and  
crew bring me blankets and jackets 
when it became chilly sitting on the 
Sun Deck. They are so observant and  
thoughtful in so many ways that are  
not a part of their job description,”  
Deb said. “‘Ama’ means love is not 
just a marketing gimmick. They 
really do love what they do and 
express this love to their guests.”

Deb and Bob* at AmaMagna Christening

GUESTS FORGE 
LASTING BONDS
AN 11-TIME GUEST FONDLY SHARES WHAT HAS CHANGED ON BOARD 
OVER THE YEARS — AND THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT HAVEN’T
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WHAT HAS CHANGED:  
Deb’s Favorite Innovations 

Fleet of Onboard Bicycles:
The included bike tours have really 
brought something wonderful to the 
overall experience, enhancing the 
diversity and age of the guests on 
board and showing that river cruising 
is for everyone.

Complimentary Sip & Sail  
Cocktail Hour:  
I love my cocktails and have since 
happily partaken in this daily ritual as 
we unwind and meet up with other 
guests each evening before dinner. 

Limited-Time Combination River 
Cruise Savings:  
When you’re traveling a long way 
to Europe, the 10% discount on the 
second sailing and the little perks, 
such as the one-time included laundry 
service, really make it an easy decision 
to stay awhile longer. 

WHAT HAS NOT CHANGED:  
The Heart of AmaWaterways

The intimacy of the onboard 
experience and the relationships you 
build with the crew. The training and 
the time that goes into selecting  
Cruise Managers and ensuring they 
 are the highest qualified and most 
caring people has not diminished as 
the company has grown.

Deb and Bob with AmaWaterways Family, including Kristin Karst (right)

RECOGNITION — AND A 
SENSE OF HUMOR
One of the many crew members Deb 
will never forget is AmaWaterways’ 
Corporate Wellness Host, Selina 
Wank, who just happened to be 
leading the complimentary onboard 
fitness classes during Deb and Bob’s 
2019 AmaMagna sailing. “The only 
exercising I do on board is raising  
my wine glass,” Deb chuckled, “but 
every morning at 7 a.m. I would be  
on the Sun Deck enjoying the  
peaceful views and counting laps  
for Selina and her group as they 
circled by on the walking track.” 
Much to Deb’s surprise and delight, 
she was presented with a tongue-
in-cheek “Wellness Participation” 
certificate at the end of the river 
cruise. “That kind of attention,  
warmth and fun atmosphere means  
so much to Bob and me.”

FUTURE PLANS
Deb professes that she will definitely  
sail again with her AmaWaterways 
family. And of course, we cannot wait  
to welcome her back on board with 
open arms.

Contact your travel advisor to plan 
your next sailing and experience  
our latest innovations today!

Schönbühel Castle, Austria

Captain Jan and Deb

Learn more about our 
Combination River Cruises 
at amawaterways.com/
backtoback

* In loving memory of  
our dear friend Bob
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WHAT’S NEW

WHAT’S NEW: 
LOOKING AHEAD  
TO OUR NEXT 
CHAPTER
Angkor Wat, Cambodia
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Among the many reasons 

to join our AmaWaterways 

family on board this year 

and beyond, we are thrilled 

to share with you our latest 

additions to our enticing  

river cruise experiences.
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WHAT’S NEW

FOR CLASSICAL MUSIC ENTHUSIASTS

CELEBRATION OF CLASSICAL MUSIC:  
THE DANUBE
7 NIGHTS FROM BUDAPEST TO VIENNA (OR REVERSE)

From Strauss’s The Blue Danube to Mozart’s Linz Symphony, 
famous classical melodies are carried through the cities 
where legendary composers lived and performed. Explore 
their history and be treated to a variety of live performances, 
including a choir at Austria’s spectacular Melk Abbey. Extend 
your stay with an optional land package in Kraków, Poland 
that includes a visit to Wawel Royal Castle and a chance to 
hear St. Mary’s Bugler.

Scan QR  
codes  
for details Kraków, Poland

Sound of Vienna
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Budapest, Hungary

FOR TRAVELERS  
WITH LIMITED TIME TO SPARE

MAJESTIC CAPITALS  
OF THE DANUBE  
5 NIGHTS FROM BUDAPEST TO VIENNA 
(OR REVERSE)

With overnights in Budapest, Bratislava 
and Vienna, this whirlwind tour of 
Europe’s riverside capitals enables 
you to experience the local nightlife as 
each city and its architectural wonders 
illuminate after sunset. Perfect for first-
time river cruisers “testing the waters” 
and simple to combine with a 7-night 
Danube River cruise for repeat guests 
who wish to spend more time in these 
fascinating cities. Join us and stay 
awhile with optional land packages in 
Kraków, Poland and Salzburg, Austria, 
the latter including a visit to 
see the Flying Bulls aircraft 
and Formula 1 race cars at 
Red Bull Hangar 7.

FOR HOLIDAY REVELERS  
AND CULTURE AFICIONADOS

GEMS OF SOUTHEAST 
EUROPE (CHRISTMAS)
7 NIGHTS FROM BUDAPEST TO 
GIURGIU (OR REVERSE)

From Vienna to Bucharest, and 
countless treasures in between, the 
holiday season is a beautiful time 
of year along the lower Danube. 
Immerse yourself in the winter magic 
of Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria, 
and Romania. You will relish the sight 
of beautiful landscapes, perhaps 
glistening with snow; discover 
Belogradchik, a fairytale stone world 

of fantastical shapes; and journey 
through the awe-inspiring Iron Gates. 
Wine and food lovers will have a 
chance to taste history from the 
centuries-old wine-growing hills dating 
back to the Romans in Ilok, and savor 
local seasonal sweets during 
Winterfest in Novi Sad,  
the first Christmas Market  
in Serbia.

Belgrade, Serbia
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WHAT’S NEW

In celebration of our diverse global 
family, we are delighted to offer this 
special departure highlighting Black 
history and culture. Board the award-
winning AmaKristina in Arles as we 
sail through the South of France along 
the Rhône River to Lyon. Explore the 
cultural history of Marseille, delight 
in live performances on board and 
on shore and conclude your journey 

in Paris where many Black artists, 
writers and entertainers made their 
mark. Enjoy a variety of experiences 
exclusive to this special itinerary, such 
as guided tours showcasing jazz, food 
and wine, all while shining a light on 
Black heritage.
 
Visit amawaterways.com/soulful  
for full details.

Have you ever wondered what your 
ancestors’ lives were like in Europe at 
the turn of the century? Or imagined 
how it would feel to follow in their 
footsteps, walking the same paths 
they did in your ancestral village? 
Now is your chance when you reserve 
one of these unique journeys with 
AmaWaterways and Ancestry®.  Each 
package includes several hours of 
introductory research, two historical and 

genealogical presentations on board, 
one private consultation to review your 
family tree on board, a specially curated 
excursion(s) and more. Allow us to meet 
you wherever you are in your individual 
family tree exploration while sailing 
through the heart of Europe.

Visit amawaterways.com/ancestry  
for more information.

Review family history with a genealogist

FOR FAMILY HISTORY BUFFS

HERITAGE ON THE RIVER: 
YOUR PERSONALIZED 
ANCESTRY® EXPERIENCE 
TWO 7-NIGHT DEPARTURES: 
Legendary Danube, June 17, 2023 
Captivating Rhine, November 2, 2023

FOR GUESTS INTERESTED  
IN BLACK HISTORY AND 
CULTURE

A SOULFUL EPICUREAN 
EXPERIENCE
ONE 10-NIGHT DEPARTURE: 7-night 
Colors of Provence with 3-night 
post-cruise Paris land package 
August 24, 2023

Discover the Black history of Paris

Delight in live jazz

“As we continue  
to innovate our offerings,  
we remain focused  
on providing vacation 
experiences that are just  
as diverse as our loyal  
family of guests.”  
- KRISTIN KARST
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HABLAS ESPAÑOL? 

LATIN TOUCH SAILING 
ONE DEPARTURE: 7-Night Colors Of 
Provence, October 26, 2023  
Be joined by a Spanish-speaking 
Cruise Manager for the duration of 
your journey as you sail on the Rhône 
River through the South of France. 
Enjoy daily tours with Spanish-
speaking local guides, Latin-inspired 
music nights, Spanish menus during 
meals and two evenings of Latin-
inspired music. This sailing is a must 
for native Spanish speakers who wish 
to feel right at home on board and on 
shore while exploring Provence in an 
atmosphere catered to their language 
and Latin culture.

Scan this QR code for 
details and contact your 
preferred travel advisor  
to reserve

FOR WINE CONNOISSEURS

NEW EUROPEAN WINE 
IMMERSION SAILINGS
Now you can join us to learn 
exclusively about the European wine 
regions you are sailing through. 
Immerse yourself in local wine culture 
and enhance your palate while being 
guided by a European Wine Host 
with expert, in-depth knowledge of 
the region, our itineraries and the 
included excursions from which you 
may choose. Plus, gain insider tips 
on local culinary delicacies, hidden 
hotspots for tastings, and restaurants 
you won’t want to miss.

There’s still time to reserve 
your European Wine 
Immersion. Scan this  
QR code for details

Sip wine in iconic European vineyards

Arles, France
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WHAT’S NEW

MonacoAmaKristina, Avignon

Beaujolais region
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Café Van Gogh, Arles

BEYOND  
THE CITY  
OF LIGHTS
FOLLOW YOUR JOIE DE VIVRE BEYOND 
THE BUSTLING STREETS OF PARIS  
AND VENTURE SOUTHEAST INTO  
THE TIMELESS FRENCH COUNTRYSIDE

SETTING THE SCENE
Calm and serene, the Saône River 
flows from northeastern France into 
the idyllic countryside of Burgundy. 
Historic Beaujolais vineyards stretch 
along the riverside’s picturesque 
rolling green hills, beckoning 
passionate oenophiles for a taste of 
the local wine culture. The Saône 
ventures south rendezvousing with 
the Rhône River in France’s grand 
food capital, Lyon, eagerly serving up 
course after course of palate-pleasing 
wonders, from Avignon’s “Black 
Diamond” truffles to olive tapenades 
to the fruits of its legendary Côte du 
Rhône vineyards.

THE RIVIERA
Beginning in 2023, you may extend 
your Essence of Burgundy & Provence 
river cruise between Chalon-sur-
Saône and Arles when you add our 
new optional 3-night land package in 
the heart of the French Riviera.
From the Cours Sleya in Nice, with its 
gleaming opera house and Prefecture 
Palace, to the opulence and beauty of 
Monte Carlo, Monaco, with its world-
renowned high-end casino, get a 

taste of the carefree lifestyle of the 
rich and famous. In addition to guided 
excursions in the afore-mentioned 
destinations, you will visit the 
charming medieval village of Monaco-
Ville with its guarded palace, and the 
picturesque university town of Aix-en-
Provence, the birthplace of renowned 
painter Paul Cézanne, known for its 
cafes, markets and rejuvenating baths. 
 
2024 SNEAK PEEK:  
DIJON, THE CAPITAL  
OF BURGUNDY
In 2024, our new 7-night itinerary 
sailing through Burgundy along the 
Saône River will include excursions 
in Dijon. Famously known as the 
“Birthplace of Mustard,” Dijon  
overflows with art and cultural heritage, 
showcased within several spectacular 
museums. And, with its prime location 
on the Route des Grands Crus, our 
excursions in the city will no doubt 
include a local wine tasting.

Stay tuned for more details on this 
new itinerary sailing between Lyon 
and Dijon — coming soon!
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WHAT’S NEW

PORTUGAL’S SECOND  
MOST POPULAR FRUIT
Olives are grown alongside grapevines 
at many Portuguese wineries. If you 
travel during the harvest (August-
November), you may witness the locals 
striking tree branches with sticks and 
collecting fallen olives from the ground. 
Their scent and flavor are beyond 
compare — and bottles of Portuguese 
olive oil make terrific souvenirs.

CRIMSON GLORY  
AND SWEATER WEATHER
The Douro Valley’s dramatic slopes 
and vineyards are blanketed in a sea 
of red and gold as autumn announces 
its presence in Portugal. Average 
temperatures range from about  
45-58° F in November and December, 
so while you may not experience a 
“white Christmas,” you will be treated 
to wonderful weather for our included 

Space is still available on 
board the golden AmaDouro 
this November and next year 
— read on to discover some 
seasonal highlights.

VIVA 
PORTUGAL!

ANNOUNCING THE EXTENSION OF OUR PORTUGAL 
SAILING SEASONS — AND WHY YOU SHOULD JOIN US  
ON THE DOURO RIVER IN AUTUMN OR WINTER
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Make special holiday memories 
with these festive Enticing 
Douro departures roundtrip 
from Porto.

November 19-26, 2022  
or November 18-25, 2023
Count your blessings on board 
during American Thanksgiving 
on Thursday, November 24th 
with delicious cuisine and 
some Portuguese Port wine.

December 2-9, 2023 
Celebrate the Festival of 
Lights when Hanukkah begins 
the evening of Thursday, 
December 7th — and perhaps 
substitute Portuguese 
rabanadas or pastéis de 
nata for traditional holiday 
doughnuts!

December 23-31, 2023
Deck the halls for Christmas 
and reflect during Kwanzaa 
while admiring elaborate 
nativity scenes throughout 
the Douro River Valley. Plus, 
visit intimate holiday markets 
in cities such as Porto (and 
Lisbon if you add our optional 
land package).

hikes in Castelo Rodrigo, at Lamego 
Holy Staircase and through Porto. 

A MAGICAL  
MANGER APPEARANCE 
Throughout Portugal, nativity  
scenes typically outnumber 
Christmas trees. But do not expect 
to see Baby Jesus in the manger until 
after Missa do Galo (midnight mass) 
has ended. It is tradition for parents 

to place him there just before  
Father Christmas, known locally  
as Pai Natal, arrives with gifts — 
much to children’s delight! 

Give Thanks  
and Be Merry  
in Portugal

View departure  
dates and  
learn more

Above: Lisbon Christmas Markets

Fresh olives

Douro River, Porto

Port wines

VIVA 
PORTUGAL!

Porto, Portugal
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Beginning in 2023, we will embark on our first-ever once-in-a-lifetime journeys            
that include seven rivers, fourteen countries and the exclusive experiences only 
AmaWaterways provides. There are multiple dates to choose from, each unique 
and with specially curated experiences, exceptional amenities and a variety of 
included excursions brought to you by the “Godfather of River Cruising,” our 
Co-Founder, Rudi Schreiner. These extended journeys are guaranteed to surprise 
and delight you as you explore the grand capitals, charming villages and World 
Heritage Sites along some of the world’s most legendary waterways.

Scan this  
QR code  
for full details.

Moselle River

WHAT’S NEW

FOR TRAVELERS 
WITH ALL THE TIME  
IN THE WORLD

Iron Gates Gorge, Danube River Amsterdam canal
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Stay tuned for more information 
about these spectacular departures 
– a continuation of our history-
making Seven River Journeys with 
new destinations and exclusive 
experiences – coming soon!

Our unforgettable Seven River 
Journey – Autumn Edition 
encompasses the marvelous 
transition between long summer 
days and the brilliance of fall with its 
vibrant foliage. Sip world-renowned 
wines during the harvest season and 
sail through the castles of the Rhine 
Gorge enveloped in all the season’s 
color-changing glory. Stroll, bike 
and hike in perfect jacket weather 
to cherished castles, cathedrals 
and monuments. Plus, be treated to 
exclusive experiences, such as a visit 
to Château du Haut-Koenigsburg in 
Strasbourg or a visit to the charming 
Obernai wine village with a tasting of 
sparkling Alsace crémant. Pampered 
with incredible crew aboard award-
winning ships and the same Cruise 
Manager throughout your journey, 
this spectacular sailing at an ideal 
time of year assures dwindling 
crowds, astounding photographs  
and memories to last a lifetime.

Contact your travel advisor to 
reserve your stateroom today!

2024 Sneak Peek:  
Longest Continuous 
Sailing on One  
Award-Winning Ship
TWO 49-NIGHT JOURNEYS

2023 Highlight:  
Autumn Edition
AUGUST 24, 2023

Cruise along the legendary Rhine River
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SPOTLIGHT

Vineyard hike, Rüdesheim, Germany

SPOTLIGHT ON  
THE RHINE, MAIN  
AND MOSELLE RIVERS

Strong and regal on its path, the Rhine River rules through Switzerland, France, 
Germany and the Netherlands with more than 40 castles lining his majestic 
banks. Though “Father Rhine” is magnificent on his own, his siren-like German 
tributary, the Moselle, is impossible to ignore as she meanders past dramatic 
vineyard-clad landscapes and medieval villages. Veering off to the east, another 
Rhine tributary awaits: the Main River, a knight in shining armor with half-
timbered German towns where fairytales were born. Together, these waterways 
are the perfect royal trilogy for creating your own “once upon a time.” 

“Open a storybook  
and fill each page  
with an adventure  
that takes your  
breath away.”  
- KRISTIN KARST, 2019

Gondola ride, Rüdesheim, Germany Rothenburg, Germany
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Imagine a 40-mile stretch of scenic 
landscape, dotted with grand hilltop 
castles and fortresses and marked by 
deep-ravined canyons that plunge to 
unbelievable depths. This is the Rhine 
Gorge— a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Aboard our award-winning ships, 
you can take in the awe-inspiring 
scenery from the Sun Deck or enjoy 
a personal moment admiring the 
landscape from your twin-balcony 
stateroom or suite. Either way, the 
view is one you will always remember. 

A CITY THAT ENGAGES  
ALL THE SENSES

Cologne is well renowned for its 
stunning Gothic cathedral, the 
highlight of our “Holy City” walking 
tour. Boasting a colorful kaleidoscope 
of stained-glass windows, this 
towering UNESCO World Heritage 
Site is one of the city’s few remaining 
structures left standing after World 
War II. Prefer to pedal along the river 
or relax while sipping a Kölsch beer at 
a local brewhouse? Never fear: with 
AmaWaterways, the choice from our 
array of included excursions is always 
in your hands.

Rhineland, Germany

FEATURED DESTINATIONS

THE RHINE GORGE: WHERE 
HISTORY MEETS MYSTERY

Cologne, Germany
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SPOTLIGHT

Cochem, Germany

BUILT FROM CASTLE  
AND COBBLESTONES

Charming Cochem grew up in the 
shadow of its majestic Reichsburg 
Castle. Originally built in the 11th 
century and destroyed by fire some 
600 years later, this castle over the 
Moselle once contained a somber 
turret where women were tried 
for witchcraft. Discover Cochem’s 
darker past for yourself on our 
included walking tour or guided 
hike. Alternatively, bike along the 
cobblestone past half-timbered 
storefronts and the Market Fountain 
or learn how a tangy condiment has 
been made for centuries at the town’s 
historic mustard mill.

AmaCerto, Würzburg, Germany
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Pedal along the Main River

Miltenberg, Germany

THE PEARL OF THE MAIN

Enchanting medieval charm lurks 
around every crooked cobblestone 
street, narrow back alley and half-
timbered house in Miltenberg, Germany. 
Your history lesson begins on your 
included walking tour as you wander 
through the Schnatterloch (Old Market 
Square) and to the famous Gasthaus 
Zum Riesen. Originally built in the early 
15th century, this storied hotel provided 
shelter to Holy Roman Emperors, 
Napoleon Bonaparte and even Elvis 
Presley. If you prefer exploring the 
city through your taste buds, join our 
“Flavors of Miltenberg” tour to sample 
local sausages, Schnapps, marzipan and 
German cheesecake. You can also hike 
to Miltenberg Castle along a 2,000-year-
old Roman path, or bike to nearby 
Wertheim, where you will be greeted by 
your ship later in the day.

Select Rhine, Main and Moselle river 
cruises have been specially designed 
with embarkation and disembarkation 
ports linking up so you can easily 
combine two, three or even four 
different itineraries in a row for an 
extended journey. Or select our Europe’s 
Rivers & Castles itinerary to experience 
all three rivers during one spectacular 
7-night sailing. 
 

Space is still available on select  
2022 departures. Contact your 
preferred travel advisor to reserve 
your stateroom today!

 
Scan this QR code  
to learn more.
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LOYALTY CRUISES

LOYALTY 
APPRECIATION 
CRUISES

Come aboard to see familiar faces and to make new friends 
on the rivers while enjoying exclusive offers and experiences 
designed for our most loyal past guests.

FEATURED LOYALTY APPRECIATION DEPARTURES

CELEBR ATION OF CLASSICAL 
MUSIC: THE DANUBE
AmaSonata, April 1, 2023
Vienna, Austria to Budapest, Hungary

From Strauss’s The Blue Danube to Mozart’s Linz 
Symphony, the Danube River has inspired countless 
musicians. Enjoy performances and musical vignettes while 
sailing through spectacular cities – Budapest, Vienna and 
Salzburg, where Mozart was born

ESSENCE  
OF BURGUNDY & PROVENCE
AmaCello, April 27, 2023
Arles to Chalon-sur-Saône, France

Taste red wine and chocolates in Tournon and stroll past 
scenes from van Gogh’s famous paintings in Arles.
Cycle along the cobbled streets of vibrant cities such as 
Lyon and Avignon. In the countryside, visit the magnificent 
French châteaux. 

MELODIES  
OF THE DANUBE
AmaBella, August 14, 2023
Budapest, Hungary to Vilshofen, Germany

This quintessential itinerary sails along the storied Danube 
River, where castles were built, kings and queens were 
crowned, and cities were born. Find inspiration as you  
visit charming hamlets and grand capitals along this 
legendary waterway.

RICHES  
OF THE MEKONG
AmaDara, October 23, 2023
Siem Reap, Cambodia to Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Glide along the Mekong River through Vietnam and 
Cambodia aboard the distinctive AmaDara, exploring 
Buddhist temples, craftsmen’s workshops and colorful 
markets. Take a ride on an oxcart, trishaw or tuk tuk 
through rural villages and bustling cities.

NEW
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VINEYARDS OF THE
RHINE & MOSELLE
AmaPrima, October 24, 2023
Amsterdam, Netherlands to Luxembourg

Discover iconic canals and storybook castles during this 
unforgettable journey. Soar above vineyards by gondola  
or hike among the grapes in Rüdesheim and sip wine in

Bernkastel. The flavors that grace your palate will surely 
transform you.

BEST OF HOLLAND
& BELGIUM
AmaCerto, November 7, 2023
Roundtrip from Amsterdam, Netherlands

As you sail along Dutch and Belgian Waterways, take in 
idyllic scenery, from cows grazing in pastures to some of 
the world’s most beautiful sunsets to quaint windmills. 
Plus, admire the beautiful architecture and artistry of 
medieval castles.

LOYALTY PERKS
Our unforgettable Loyalty Cruises offer exclusive 
events, unique experiences in multiple ports, 
commemorative gifts and many more surprises and 
delights for our valued past guests

JOIN US
ON FACEBOOK
Share your AmaWaterways river cruise experience, 
gain insights from fellow past guests and keep up to 
date on the latest Loyalty Cruise news at
Facebook.com/groups 
amainsidersgroup

LOYALTY
APPRECIATION
OFFERS
Book one of our Loyalty Appreciation 
Cruises to take advantage of the following 
exclusive savings, extended to your friends 
and family as well.

CHOOSE YOUR OFFER:
FREE Economy Air or $2,999/C$3,998  
Business Class
OR
$1,000/C$1,200 per person cruise savings  
for past guests
OR
10% Single Supplement for solo travelers.
Plus, your AmaWaterways Loyalty Benefits!

Terms apply; visit AmaWaterways.com/LoyaltyEvent  
for details.
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OUR CULINARY EXPERIENCE

On any given day, you might find one of our chefs inhaling the 
scent of authentic Hungarian paprika in sachets at Budapest’s 
Great Market Hall or selecting rich Gouda and Edam from 
an array of pungent wheels at a Dutch cheese market. 
Although many things have changed over the last 20 years at 
AmaWaterways, the freshness of our food is not one of them 
— and neither is our commitment to showcasing seasonal 
delicacies and supporting the communities we visit by providing 
our guests with the finest locally-sourced ingredients.

EXQUISITE CUISINE IN MULTIPLE VENUES
Take your time over breakfast, lunch and dinner in the Main 
Restaurant, enjoy our late riser’s breakfast, order a light lunch 
from the Bistro Menu, or receive the “royal treatment” during 
our full-service afternoon teatime. Of course, the multi-course 

AMAWATERWAYS’ CHEFS CONTINUE TO 
RAISE THE BAR ON OUR ALREADY HIGHLY 
ACCLAIMED CULINARY EXPERIENCES

Artfully plated dishes

Enjoy afternoon teatime

SOMETIMES SAVORY, 
ALWAYS SWEET
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Expert chefs prepare fresh cuisine Breakfast bowls available daily

tasting menu at The Chef’s Table 
specialty restaurant fills even the most 
discerning gourmands with delight - 
and is included in your river cruise fare.

PERSONALIZED SERVICE
Our chefs and waitstaff are always 
listening, ready to accommodate you 
with a favorite condiment or an extra 
side order of our mouthwatering 
oven-roasted potato wedges. They 
also ensure special dietary needs are 
respected, whether it be gluten-free, 
low-sodium or dairy and sugar-free.

THE EVOLUTION  
OF OUR MENUS
Responding to global culinary trends 
and guest feedback, we have adapted 
our menus to accommodate today’s 

travelers looking for even healthier 
and lighter choices. This is particularly 
highlighted in AmaMagna’s Al Fresco 
Restaurant, where perfectly plated 
vegetable-forward dishes are always 
in style.

BURSTING  
WITH FLAVOR
To add for a modern twist, we 
introduced a new concept of sweet 
and savory breakfast bowls in 2021. 
Served each morning with a colorful 
array of fresh, healthy ingredients, 
such as berries, nuts, seeds and other 
energy-enhancing delights, these 
smaller dishes pack powerful flavors 
and the ingredients change daily. 
Accompany yours with a specialty 
item from our new chef’s stations or 

satisfy your appetite with as many 
bowls as you like.

DELICIOUS MORSELS  
TO TIDE YOU OVER
Lunch now commences with a 
delectable array of small-bite
appetizers from around the globe,
delivered immediately to your table
upon arrival.

Don’t forget to leave space for the 
freshly baked bread and tempting
desserts created by the ship’s
own pastry chef.

What is your favorite part of our
included culinary experience? 
Share your feedback with us at 
myamastory@amawaterways.com
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ANNIVERSARY MENU

Share your AmaTwenty creations  
at #AmaWaterways 

IN CELEBRATION OF OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY, WE INVITE 
YOU TO SHAKE THINGS UP WITH THE RECIPE FOR OUR 
AMATWENTY, WHICH INCLUDES APRICOT INGREDIENTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH AUSTRIA’S WACHAU VALLEY ON THE 
DANUBE RIVER

BEVERAGE INGREDIENTS
• Ice  
• 1 1/2 oz gin  
• 1 oz apricot juice or nectar  
• 1 oz apricot Schnapps or liqueur  
• 1/2 oz freshly squeezed  
 lemon juice  
• 2 to 3 oz champagne  
 or sparkling wine  
  
Directions:
In a shaker, combine the ice, gin, apricot juice, 
apricot Schnapps and lemon juice and shake 
vigorously for 20 seconds. Place a glazed 
dried apricot half in the bottom of a chilled 
champagne flute and strain the drink into the 
glass. Top with sparkling wine or champagne.  

GLAZED DRIED APRICOT 
INGREDIENTS
• 2 1/2 cups water  
• 1/2 cup sugar  
• 2 tablespoons lemon juice  
• 3/4 pound dried apricots,  
 halved  
  
Directions:
In a saucepan, combine the water, 
sugar and lemon juice. Bring to a 
boil over high heat and simmer for 
4 to 5 minutes. Reduce the heat to 
low, add the apricots and simmer 
for 5 minutes. Remove from 
the heat and let the apricots sit, 
uncovered, to plump and soften.     

Bartender Marius on board AmaCerto

ANNIVERSARY 
COCKTAIL 
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View these recipes  
by scanning this code: 

Did you know you can request recipes for your favorite dishes while on 
board? Simply stop by the Reception Desk and we will be more than 
happy to accommodate you.

ANNIVERSARY 
MENU  

with a side  
of memories

DISCOVER SOME OF OUR CO-FOUNDERS’ FAVORITE 
MENU ITEMS THROUGHOUT THE YEARS, WHICH 
YOU CAN TASTE ON BOARD OUR BEAUTIFUL  
RIVER CRUISE SHIPS 

ENTREES

JIMMY’S FAVORITE NAVARIN OF LAMB STEW
Slow-Simmered Lamb Bathed in Red Wine Gravy and Herbs  
de Provence
“Dad always ordered lamb if it was on the menu.”  
— Gary Murphy, Co-Owner and Jimmy’s son

SALAD “KRISTIN”
Vibrant Citrus Salad Prepared with Seasonal Fruit and Fresh Mint

RUDI’S FAVORITE TAFELSPITZ
Veal Cutlet Boiled with Root Vegetables and Aromatic Spices
“Tafelspitz is considered the King of the Beef Dishes and is probably  
the most authentic Viennese recipe you can try.”  
— Rudi Schreiner, Co-Founder

SIDES

EVERYONE’S FAVORITE  
ROASTED POTATO WEDGES
“Apologies to our beloved guests, but this recipe is top secret. You’ll just 
have to come on board and try them for yourself!”  
—Robert Kellerhals, Executive Chef

DESSERT SPECIALS

JIMMY’S FAVORITE LAVENDER CRÈME BRULEE
Rich, Creamy Custard Prepared with Provençal Lavender  
and a Caramelized Sugar Crust

RUDI’S FAVORITE MARILLENKNÖDEL
Traditional Dumplings Made with Wachau Valley Apricots  
and Dusted with Breadcrumbs, Cinnamon and Sugar

KRISTIN’S FAVORITE CHRISTMAS STOLLEN
Dresden’s Famous Festive Dried Fruit Bread Dusted  
with Confectioner’s Sugar
“When I bite into a fresh piece of Christmas stollen, so many memories come 
flowing in from my childhood, of holidays spent with my family in Dresden, 
Germany. Sharing this recipe with my AmaWaterways family is like sharing a 
little piece of my heart.” —Kristin Karst, Co-Founder

Salad Kristin

Tafelspitz

Marillenknödel
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EXOTIC DESTINATIONS

Buddhist monastery, Oudong, Cambodia

EMBR ACE  
THE SOUL  
OF THE MEKONG

Ha Long Bay, Vietnam
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AmaDara on the Mekong

WE ARE DELIGHTED  
TO RETURN TO THE 
MIGHTY MEKONG  
RIVER SAILING  
THROUGH VIETNAM  
AND CAMBODIA  
IN OCTOBER 2022!

Observe life in rural villages, browse 
colorful markets, explore workshops 
of skilled artisans such as on the 
“Silk Island” of Oknhatey, and 
receive a special Buddhist blessing 
in a Cambodian monastery. Be 
transported like a local by oxcart, tuk 
tuk, and trishaw. Immerse yourself 
in the region’s history by visiting 
Cambodia’s regal Royal Palace and 
National Museum, filled with Khmer 
crafts passed through the ages. 
Revive yourself in the tranquility of 
nature, taking in the incredible twin 
mountains Phrom Pros and Phrom 
Srei. Explore the region through 
all of your senses, tasting delicious 
delicacies such as Vietnamese pho bo 
and watching onboard performances 
showcasing local traditions like Apsara 
dance. It’s all yours to experience 
during a life-changing journey on  
the distinctive AmaDara.

Complement your 7-night Mekong 
River cruise with an optional pre- 
or post-sailing land package to 
bustling Ho Chi Minh City where you 
can explore the vast Cu Chi tunnel 
network, historic Hanoi, ethereal  
Ha Long Bay and Siem Reap, 
where the awe-inspiring Angkor 
Archaeological Park awaits. Add an 
additional extension into Bangkok, 
Thailand, where you will discover 
the revered Temple of the Reclining 
Buddha and so much more.

Collecting water lilies

Experience all of these wonders 
on our Charms of the Mekong and 

Riches of the Mekong 
itineraries, which you can 
learn more about here
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EXOTIC DESTINATIONS

Venture through Africa along the 
Chobe River on the Zambezi Queen, an 
eco-friendly ship specifically designed 
for viewing the river’s picturesque 
landscape and wildlife. With a relaxing 
4-night Chobe River cruise and a 10- 
to 17-night safari all in one journey, you 
will truly make the most of your time in 
this incredibly diverse continent.

Every itinerary also gives you the 
chance to rejuvenate and explore 
wildlife on land, such as at an 
exquisite five-star lodge in South 
Africa’s Greater Kruger National 
Park, a premier destination for those 
interested in conservation efforts. 
Or you can ride the Rovos Rail, the 
world’s most luxurious and historic 

EXPLORE  
THE WONDERS  
OF AFRICA

BEYOND THE RIVERBANKS42



train, through Zimbabwe and on 
to South Africa, marveling at the 
fascinating scenery as it passes by. 
Best of all, each of our five Africa 
itineraries allows you to feel the mist  
of grand Victoria Falls, considered  
one of the Seven Natural Wonders  
of the World. 

NEW FOR 2023 & 2024
On our Rivers & Rails of Africa itinerary, explore the 
option to visit beautiful Johannesburg by adding an 
additional land package. The package includes five 
additional wildlife safari drives through vivid Greater 
Kruger National Park and a three-night stay at an 
incredible five-star game or safari lodge.

Mountain gorilla, Rwanda

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Zambezi Queen

Witness nature at its finest

Scan here to learn more 
details on what these 
itineraries have to offer

“2011 was a particularly 
memorable year for me. 
Not only were Kristin and 
I married that spring, but 
during our honeymoon in 
Botswana, we discovered 
the Zambezi Queen on the 
Chobe River and I knew 
immediately we had to find a 
way to share this experience 
with our guests.”
- RUDI SCHREINER
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Pyramids of Giza

EXOTIC DESTINATIONS

AmaDahlia Chef’s Al Fresco Restaurant

Imagine standing at the base of 
a pyramid as you uncover the 
fascinating secrets of ancient 
civilizations -  this is just one of the 
excitements you can live out on your 
journey along the iconic Nile River. 
Follow in the footsteps of ancient 
Egyptians by learning to craft papyrus. 

Sail on board the luxurious AmaDahlia 
and explore unforgettable marvels 
such as the Valley of the Kings and 
Queens. Examine temples dedicated 
to Egyptian deities such as Horus, Isis 
and Sobek, and take in the beautiful 
hieroglyphs carved thousands of 
years ago.

UNR AVEL  
THE SECRETS  
OF THE NILE RIVER

“Egypt has a very special 
place in my heart,  
and I am so excited  
to have many more guests 
experience the beauty 
of AmaDahlia and the 
unparalleled experiences  
that this itinerary offers.” 
- KRISTIN KARST
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Kristin Karst in Temple of Hypostyle Hall, Temple of Hathor, Dendera, Egypt

In addition to your 7-night Nile 
River cruise, you will stay for 
three nights pre-cruise and one 
night post-cruise at the elegant 
5-star Four Seasons Cairo at the 
First Residence. On your included 
excursions you will witness the 
majesty of the only one of the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World to survive the test of time 
– the Great Sphinx and the three 
Pyramids of Giza, as well as explore 
King Tut’s treasures and more.

Our extraordinary 11-night Secrets 
of Egypt & the Nile itinerary also 
includes amazing excursions 
exclusive to AmaWaterways, such 
as a tour of the tomb of Queen 
Nefertari and a private lunch at  
the Abdeen Presidential Palace.

Enhance your journey by adding  
an optional pre- or post-Egypt  
land package in Dubai, Jordan or 
Israel, where experiences such as a 
desert jeep safari, exploring Petra’s 
ancient treasury carved into the 
side of a mountain and swimming  
in the Dead Sea are simply part  
of the local culture.

Soon, even more guests will be 
able to experience Egypt’s Nile 
River from on board our new 
AmaLilia, debuting in 2024!

For more  
details,  
scan here
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INSIDE SCOOP

THE  
INSIDE 
SCOOP
AS PART OF OUR 
AMAWATERWAYS FAMILY,  
WE WANT YOU TO BE AMONG 
THE FIRST TO HEAR “INSIDER” 
NEWS AND PRODUCT UPDATES

Magnaphone (2022) on display on the AmaMagna

MAGNAPHONE
Installation by Leo Starico, 2022
When AmaWaterways Director of Art & 
Design, Leo Starico, began his search for 
an art piece for the MagnaCafé on board 
the magnificent AmaMagna, he knew that 
he wanted to showcase AmaWaterways’ 
longstanding connection with music.  
While walking the streets of his home in 
Basel, Switzerland, Leo spotted instruments 
in the window of an antique shop and 
inspiration struck! An installation composed 
of violins, trumpets, and other musical 
instruments, the Magnaphone aims to  
evoke a sense of hope in our guests.
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A FAMILY COMPANY:  
FOR THREE GENERATIONS

In 2006, Elise Black and her family joined 
her grandfather, Co-Founder Jimmy 
Murphy, on the AmaDagio’s maiden 
voyage. Elise now proudly carries on 
the family tradition as a member of 
AmaWaterways’ Marketing Department.

Jerry in Bruges

Jerry M’s painting of Bruges

PAINTING  
A DREAM  
COME TRUE

Years ago, Jerry M. painted a snapshot of Bruges, 
Belgium and always hoped that he would one day be 
able to see the inspiring city for himself. Not only was 
Jerry able to sail our wonderful Tulip Time itinerary on 
board the AmaStella earlier this year, he was able to finally 
experience Bruges and posed for a photo featuring the 
exact view from his painting.

Elise (left) and sister Anna (right) pose with our Cruise Manager 
on board the AmaDagio (2006)
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SPECIAL OFFERS

REFERRAL SAVINGS
Each new stateroom reserved by a guest as a result of 
your referral will earn you both $100/C$100 per stateroom 
savings on your next river cruise and your referral’s first 
cruise with AmaWaterways! 

Learn more: amawaterways.com/referral

Contact your preferred travel advisor to take advantage 
of these savings on your next river cruise!

JOIN US, STAY AWHILE
Reserve a Combination River Cruise and Save  
an Additional 10% on Your Second One

Plan a longer journey that allows you to discover even 
more countries in one incredible river journey experience 
with AmaWaterways. For a limited time, when you reserve 
combination river cruises in Europe, you’ll save 10% on 
your second sailing. Best of all, there are thousands of 
river cruise combinations - and you can save 10% on every 
consecutive sailing after your first, with no limit to the 
number of cruises you can add! This is combinable with 
your Past Guest Savings!

Learn more: amawaterways.com/backtoback

Terms and Conditions: Combination 10% Cruise Savings is per person, based on cruise-only fare and applies to second sailing only. 10% Cruise Savings is based 
on the purchase of two consecutive cruises and is no longer valid should one cruise be cancelled. Offer is valid on new FIT and Group bookings only; does not 
apply to Charters or Seven River Journey. 10% Cruise Savings is applicable to reservations made between December 1, 2020 and December 31, 2022 and applies 
to select Europe sailings embarking in 2022 through 2023. Transfers and flights between cruises are not included. 10% Cruise Savings is combinable with other 
retail offers, excluding reduced single supplement offers. Past Guest Savings and Future Cruise Benefit Program may be combined with 10% Cruise Savings and 
are applicable only to past guests. Offer is not combinable with industry rates and other special offers. Any individual sailings eligible for air promotions reserved 
on a combination cruise may be subject to a supplemental airfare cost due to deviations. Individual sailings eligible for any promotional offers, including air 
promotions, must still adhere to its own terms and conditions. Solo travelers must pay an additional single supplement amount before receiving any discounts. 
10% Cruise Savings is applied after all other promotions. Must mention promo code B2B10 to receive 10% Cruise Savings. Offers are limited to availability, 
capacity controlled and subject to change or termination without notice. AmaWaterways reserves the right to correct any errors or omissions at any time. Other 
restrictions apply. Other restrictions apply. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. CST#2065452-20

Referral Savings is $100/C$100 off per stateroom, applicable to cruise only, and is valid on new bookings made July 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022. Offer is 
valid on FIT bookings only, not applicable to groups. Referred guest will receive $100/C$100 per stateroom cruise savings at time of booking upon verification 
that Referee guest is booked and deposited. Referee (booked) guests will receive $100/C$100 per stateroom cruise savings once referred guest has paid their 
standard deposit on any AmaWaterways cruise. Referred guest must provide Referee(Booked) clientID code to receive Referral Savings. Referee(booked) 
guest and referred guest do not have to sail together. Referee guest may refer an unlimited amount of friends/family, the savings will be accrued in their profile 
on an unlimited basis. For Referee(booked) guest the following maximum may be applied at one time to a stateroom: $300*/C$300 Referral Savings on 7- and 
10-night cruises and $500/C$500 Referral Savings on 11- and 14- night cruises. Referee guests must use Referral Savings within 36 months of the date received. 
Offer is combinable with all retail offers and Past Guest Savings and Future Cruise Benefit Program. Offer is not applicable to travel advisors and does not apply 
to industry rates or other offers deemed by AmaWaterways.

In celebration of our 20th anniversary, 
scan this QR code  
for our incredible  
limited-time offer

SPECIAL  
OFFERS  
JUST FOR YOU
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Above: Cruise Manager Maddy showcases the incredible sights you’ll 
see on our included biking tours, such as the iconic Louvre in Paris, 
France on our Impressions of the Seine & Paris itinerary. Top right: Karl 
and Karrin S. enjoy ice cream and in Provence. Right: Mary and Gary P. 
kiss under a blooming cherry tree in Prague, Czech Republic. 

HAVE A GREAT AMAWATERWAYS PHOTO OR STORY  
THAT FILLS YOUR HEART WITH LOVE? WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Submit photos and stories to myamastory@amawaterways.com for a chance to be featured 
in the next issue of Beyond the Riverbanks or #AmaWaterways on social media.

Connect with us on            

FEATURED PHOTOS  
AND STORIES
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AmAWAterWAys tmTM

4500 Park Granada
Calabasas, CA 91302

Contact your preferred Travel Advisor, call 1.888.626.6417 or visit AmaWaterways.com to reserve today.

SCAN THIS QR CODE  
FOR SPECIAL LIMITED-TIME  
OFFERS ON SELECT SAILINGS
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